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NCE upon atime, a king made an
announcement that anyone who
wanted the post of a personal
assistant must meet him. Many
people gathered at the palace.
The king led them o pond and said, ‘The
+ one who can fil waterfrom the pondiinto

: this bucket will be chosen for the post. But

remember, there is a hole in the bucket.”
Some people left without trying at all, after
hearing the last statement. Some gave it a
. shot once and then said, “The king has already
chosen someone else. Let's go”

But one man kept filling the bucket with
water patiently. He filled the water in the
bucket from the pond and came to dry land.

However, within a few minutes, the water
leaked. He kept doing this for a long time till

eventually, the pond became dry. The man
found a diamond ring at the botto of the
pond and he gave it to the king. The king said,
“This ring is a reward for your patience and
hard work. You are fit for the job."

This was a story | remembered from my
childhood days. Back then, patience seered
like such an easy word.

[t was so much easier to tell ourselves to be
patient and persevere through “hard times”

{our problems back then largely revolve around
not being able to watch TV on school days).

These days, most of us are often expected
to fill hole-ridden buckets, and it can get very
frustrating. ft is always easier to be the majority
inthat story, and walk away from what we
deem to be impossible and a waste of our time

and energy.
S0 how do we persevere through frustrating

times? One way is by looking at the big picture.

Here are three tips to help you focus.
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